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A New View of the Etiology of Insanity. —The gallant President 
of the National Antivaccination League, writes the British Medical Jour¬ 
nal of Sept. 23, was in good form at a guardian’s meeting last week. The 
subject under discussion was the great increase in lunacy. Some people 
talk of love as leading to insanity, and others blame alcohol. But General 
Phelps, as reported in the Birmingham Evening Dispatch, knows better, 
and those who know him can have no difficulty in knowing what he thinks 
he knows. He declared that “neither drunkenness nor love affairs were 
causing more insanity, and he thought that they would “find that the 
one cause of the increase was vaccination.” Of course it was, and it ap¬ 
pears that all the King’s Norton Guardians but himself must have been 
vaccinated, for he evidently regards them all as madmen. He cannot hope 
for their permanent recovery, but he really would like that they might 
be blessed with just a brief period of temporary sanity to enable them 
to see the real truth of the vaccination question. A mere glimpse would 
be enough. “If ever they had a sane moment, they would find that vac¬ 
cination produced small-pox, promoted cancer, and resulted in a great in¬ 
crease in insanity.” It is seldom we agree with the President of the Anti¬ 
vaccination League, but we are bound to admit that there is a sense in 
which vaccination is related to lunacy and lunatics. If there were no vac¬ 
cination there would be no antivaccination, and no Antivaccination League, 
and no President of the League. In these quiet times, when Parliament is 
not sitting and the supply of nonsense is consequently at so low an ebb, it 
is very good of General Phelps to step into the imminent deadly breach, and 
he deserves the thanks of all of us for his very pleasant little contribution 
to the national gaiety. 

Belgian Congress of Neurology and Psychiatry. —The first Bel¬ 
gian Congress of Neurology and Psychiatry was held at Liege on Sept. 
28, 29 and 30. under the patronage of the Government and the Honorary 
Presidency of the Ministers of Justice and Agriculture. Among the ques¬ 
tions to lie discussed were the following: (1) Work considered as a 
therapeutic agent; (2) lumbar puncture from the diagnostic and thera¬ 
peutic points of view; (3) the sense of pain. Visits were paid to the prin¬ 
cipal university establishments, and to the lunatic asylums of the district. 

Prize Competition for Papers in Prevention of Lead Poisoning.— 
The International Association for Labor Legislation is prepared to offer 
a prize of‘£250 for the best treatise on the prevention of lead poisoning 
in mining and milling lead ores; £500 for the best treatise on the preven¬ 
tion of lead poisoning in smelting and refining works; two prizes, £125 and 
£75, for similar treatises relating to white-lead works, paint works, manu¬ 
facture of electrical accumulators, etc.; 4 prizes, (1) £75, (2) £50, (3 and 4) 
£37 ios. each, for house, ship and coach painting, etc.; and four prizes 
ranging from £75 to £37 10s. for the best treatise on the prevention of 
lead—poisoning in trades where raw and manufactured lead are consumed 
or handled, as in type foundries and printing offices. The essays must be 
sent in to the International Association for Labor Legislation, Basle, 
Switzerland, not later than May 15, 1906. Leaflets giving full details can 
be had by applying to the Honorary Secretary, British Association for 
Labor Legislation, Club Union Buildings, Clerkenwell Road. London, E. C. 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


In the death of Dr. Carl Wernicke, Professor of Psychiatry at the 
University of Halle, which took place on the 15th of June, following a 
bicycle accident, psychiatry has lost one of its most original thinkers. 
Dr. Wernicke’s “Grundriss der Psychiatrie” has been one of the most 
stimulating volumes, and his researches on aphasia have promised more 
to elucidate some of the problems of psychiatry than those of almost any 
other writer. He has been constant in his study of the problems of 
aphasia since 1874, when as a young man of 26 years he wrote on the 
aphasic symptom-complex. Three of his pupils, Gaupp, Heilbronner and 
Bonhoeffer, are now professors in important psychiatric chairs, and his in¬ 
fluence has been widespread in psychiatric circles. One of his most re¬ 
cent contributions to the subject of aphasia has been discussed in the 
Deutsche Klinik, and a very able resume has been made by Dr. Adolf 
Meyer in the Psychological Bulletin for Aug. 15. 

Wernicke’s chief contributions have always had a distinctly localizing 
tendency, and all those who have been stimulated by his writings have 
fallen under the sway of his method, which has called for great clearness 
of concept. Wernicke always sought to establish an anatomical sub¬ 
stratum for his work, and never strayed into metaphysical fields. 



